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Connections Rio 2015 
With more than 300 delegates from 20 countries savoring inspiring speeches, excellent lectures and plenary 
meetings, innovating examples of Tikun Olam, exciting City Tours and a great deal of dance and music, our 
region has, for the first time, hosted the WUPJ Biennial Conference. The experience has made us proud, 
energized and connected, brimming with Simchah, Soul and Solidarity.  
The WUPJ’s President, Rabbi Daniel Freelander, and the new Chair, Carole Sterling, have sent out a letter 
which described as “memorable” the 37th Biennial conference which took place in May in Rio de Janeiro. "We 
are very grateful to you, the WUPJ’s youngest and most vibrant region, for your attendance and hospitality. We 
are anxious to strengthen this rich partnership, which provides for the growth of progressive Judaism in the 
whole of Latin America, as well as fortifying the marvelous congregations represented by the WUPJ Latin 
America”. 

Special Gatherings 
During Connections, some groups held exclusive gatherings: the Mifgash TaMaR 
Seminar, in which 35 young adults and future community leaders met up and 
exchanged in new ideas and experiences; the 9th edition of Lashir Benefesh –  
chazanim gathering – more than 30 cantors enjoyed participating in workshops with 
Neshama Carlebach and Josh Nelson; the Rabbinic Kallah brought together 30 
rabbis and religious leaders from different communities worldwide. 
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All these groups received the support of WUPJ-LA, which offered 
scholarships for travel and registration for more than 35 professionals 
and volunteers of its affiliates. 

Rabbi Panken spoke of the challenges facing Reform 
Judaism 
During a trip to Brazil for Connections 2015, Rabbi Aaron Panken, 
President of the Hebrew Union College - Jewish Institute of Religion 
(HUC-JIR), participated in the Cabalat Shabat and Saturday morning 
services at Congregação Israelita Paulista (CIP) in São Paulo, also 
meeting with youth and community leaders. 
"Currently we have also witnessed several changes in society, thereby 
causing us to reflect on how it is possible to be part of a religion when 
many people no longer believe religion to be something good.  I think 
that Reform Judaism is the best way forward.” 

Projeto Alcance (Project Outreach) 
Projecto Alcance aims to bring together WUP-LA affiliated communities 
by sharing human and educational resources enhancing study and 
learning opportunities. WUPJ-LA represents more than 35 communities 
in 6 countries. 

Associação Cultural Israelita de Brasília – ACIB (Brazil) received WUPJ 
Latin America’s President, Raul Gottlieb, who was invited to give a 
lecture. During his presentation, Gottlieb made an analysis of the 
evolution of the tradition of Judaism and Jewish wisdom in adapting – 
and reforming – the tradition whenever this was necessary, with the 
purpose of maintaining the importance of the religion and its values. 

ACIB also receives a monthly visit by professor Miriam Markus who is 
sponsored by WUPJ-LA. During each visit, Mrs. Markus gives a sermon 
on the week’s parashah and, after a communal dinner, chats with 
synagogue members on a variety of subjects. Mrs. Markus also 
participates in planning activities in conjunction with the team which 
organizes the Shabat Ieladim, young groups and elderly members with 
whom she has an ongoing educational project. 

This year Ruaj Ami Community in Santiago (Chile) received the visit 
from rabbis from Brazil. Rabbi Ruben Sternschein, of CIP, was there in 
January, and Rabbi Rogério Z. Cukierman in June. Each developed a 
series of activities in the community. The general feeling after the visits 
was that this initiative could be a model for cooperation between the 
progressive communities of Latin America. 

Centro Israelita de Pernambuco (Brazil) received a visit from the soferet 
Rachel Reichhardt to inspect the condition of 15 ancient Sifrei Torah and 
to certify that they are kosher. On her visit to Pernambuco, she 
celebrated Saturday morning services, marking it the first time in Recife 
that religious services had been conducted by a woman. 

Associação Israelita Catarinense (Brazil) received Professor and Rabbi 
Joseph Edelheit from the St. Cloud University in the USA. During his 
stay in Florianopolis, he met with Roselane Neckel, Rector of the Federal 
University of Santa Catarina (UFSC), where they discussed the advance 
of anti-Semitism. 
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Seminars and International 
Gatherings 
Annually, WUPJ-LA sends regional participants to seminars hosted in 
Israel.  

The Bergman Seminar for Progressive Jewish Educators 
included the participation of five educators from our region.  

“It was a seminar which every educator and lover of Judaism 
should attend. I am sure that I’ll take away with me several 
enriching and inspiring activities that I learnt during this 
event.” Bety Diamant, of Associação Religiosa Israelita from Rio 
de Janeiro (ARI-RJ) 

“The group consisted of educators from all parts of the world, 
who broadened discussions with different points of view and 
experiences. In addition to the course, we formed a group 
which is now in touch and it is able to share experiences, ideas 
and contents.“ Vivian Cukier, from CIP. 

With the assistance of WUPJ-LA, CIP’s summer camp was represented 
by its madrich, Ariel Kövesi, at the Tnuah Netezer Olami world 
seminar, held in January in Jerusalem. The young leader considered 
the "Veidah Netzer Olamit 2015 a great opportunity to learn and 
exchange experiences.” 

More than five thousand people participated in November’s URJ 
Biennial 2015, organized by Union for Reform Judaism (URJ), which 
took place in Orlando, FL. Participates included, 540 rabbis, 120 
chazanim, a volunteer chorus with 120 people, 250 heads of 
congregations, educators and congregation members. The URJ and the 
WUPJ have always enjoyed very strong ties which today are being 
further strengthened under the direction of Carole Sterling and Daniel 
Freelander, Chair and President of the WUPJ; and Daryl Messinger and 
Rabbi Rick Jacobs, Chair and President of the URJ. “To participate in a 
URJ Conference is something that every Jew should do at least once in 
his or her lifetime. I feel increasingly proud of being part of a Judaism 
which is inclusive, welcoming, modern and active.” Miriam Vasserman 
Vice-president WUPJ-LA. 

The Women for Reform Judaism Assembly 2015 enjoyed the 
participation of Ruth Bohm and Dora Lucia Brenner from Brazil. In 
their words: “for the first time, the Group SHIRAT MIRIAM from CIP, 
has actively participated in a WRJ congress. It is very important to be 
part of such an active group, and to work so closely with the 
congregations." 

On another occasion, Women of Reform Judaism (WRJ) for Latin 
America’s representative, Ruth Bohm, made a presentation of the 
WRJ’s activities for a group of women in Argentina, with the purpose of 
forming a sisterhood in Buenos Aires to plan projects for woman’s 
groups, besides taking part in WRJ international assemblies. 
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Education - One of Our Major 
Goals 
Rabbinical Studies Mechinah in Buenos Aires  
This year was one of much work and planning aimed at organizing a new 
training program for Reform rabbis in our region. This project is 
expected to revolutionize the development of Jewish leadership in Latin 
America over the forthcoming years, by facilitating the process of 
rabbinical training both logistically as well as financially, thus 
significantly broadening the scope of opportunities for those for whom 
rabbinical studies is a personal aspiration. Through the mediation of the 
WUPJ-LA, Fundacíon Judaica (Argentina) in partnership with HUC-JIR 
of Jerusalem will be offering, as of March 2016, a two-year pre-rabbinical 
program. This course is designed for students in all of Latin America who 
will be able to complete their credits either online or onsite. 

Explaining Progressive Judaism in schools 
The executive director of WUPJ-LA, Karin C. Zingerevitz, had an 
informal presentation with high school students at Colégio Renascença in 
São Paulo, as part of a school program to introduce different Jewish 
denominations. Karin spoke about how Reform Judaism can open up 
new horizons in the individual’s endeavor to honor values and traditions. 

Young Leaders Course in São Paulo 
Shidrug is a course promoted by CIP, for renewing and deepening Judaic 
knowledge, resulting in a greater qualitative, quantitative and diversified 
impact on the development of young leader training and its personal 
relationship with respect to society. The WUPJ-LA is a stakeholder in 
this innovative and visionary project. 

Monthly Gathering of Young Adults 
In partnership with Jewish Congress in Latin America, WUPJ-LA promoted, in the course of the current year, 
several young adult gatherings. At each meeting guest speakers shared their experiences with participants who 
also learned about the Jewish values involved in each project. To finish off the year, on December 24th, more 
than 30 volunteers organized and distributed over 100 Christmas dinners and hygiene kits to the homeless, 
thus giving a more dignified and joyful Christmas to this population. Volunteers finished the night feeling 
rewarded and satisfied with the opportunity to participate on this experience. 

Publications 
One of WUPJ-LA’s most important projects is the translation of the Torah – A Modern 
Commentary by Gunther Plaut, the chumash (five-book edition of the Torah) most used in the 
world. This project is in the translation phase and should be ready by the end of 2016. To date, 
approximately 50% of the project’s total value has been fundraised both in Brazil and abroad. 
The team includes translators, rabbis, volunteers and the support of the fundraising group in the 
US: Yad B’Yad Task Force.  

The new edition of the Devarim magazine – a publication discussing 
Brazilian Judaism and beyond, of ARI-RJ has already reached the homes of its 

subscribers. Devarim is proud to be revolutionizing the quality of articles and 
Jewish publications in Brazil which, including the present number, has reached its 100th 

edition, with articles which question and debate, challenging the reader.  
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Memorable Moments - Connections 2015 
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